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Jenni and Bella’s story 

The success of which still continues to 
be an area of pride for the school and 
those working closely with Bella . 
“When I found out that I would be 
working with Bella in year one, I was 
concerned. I was sad that the 
appropriate setting for her had closed, 
and worried that I wouldn’t be able to 
work with her as much as she needed. I 
didn’t want to let her down” says Jenni . 

“However, my colleague and I went on a 
braille course, and we started working 
with the Living Paintings books 
immediately . We set up a good routine 
of reading and discovering the stories 
through the raised pictures as well as 
teaching Bella braille . Everyone is 
amazed at how far she’s come  .” 

Bella is now aged seven and in year 
two . She is a very popular girl with 
many friends and one of her favourite 
things to do is to read . 

“The Living Paintings books are so 
inclusive for her so she doesn’t feel 
different from the other children . We 
even keep them in the reading corner 
with all the other books and Bella knows 
how to get there on her own by mapping 
the classroom . She knows exactly 
where to find her special books,” says 
Jenni . 

“The books are also hugely beneficial 
for her learning as I can order specific 
books to support a class project such 
as her last project on great women – 
Living Paintings sent us some books 
including one on Florence Nightingale, 
so she was learning along with the 
class and keeping up with the 
curriculum .” 

“Bella has some favourite books and is especially 
fascinated with anything to do with animals . Her 
favourites now are Peppa Pig books, but she loves 
anything animal related. It’s lovely to see her 
recognise a dog or cat from the raised pictures as 
she’s never seen one before . Her only 
understanding of some of these animals is from 
the Living Paintings books and I’m still amazed 
when she feels a tail or ear on a picture and 
immediately says ‘oh, that’s a dog’  .” 

“She gets so excited when new 
books arrive, it’s like a present. 
Bella’s friends love to explore and 
read them with her too.” 

As well as being hugely instrumental in 
helping Bella to read, the Living 
Paintings books have also opened new 
worlds for her and sparked Bella’s 
imagination . “Bella is so creative and 
loves writing her own stories – I believe 
this is mainly down to her being able to 
read and enjoy so many stories thanks 
to the Living Paintings service .” 

She writes lovely stories 
about her family and they 
are so heart-warming to 
hear. We really owe so 
much of her learning and 
her imagination to the 
service. 

Jenni 
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Welcome from our Chair Living Paintings Trustees Report and Financial Statements to 31st May 2025 

Our role transcends far beyond being 
'just a library' . We are a force for 
inclusion, representation, and for 
delivering a sensory childhood and 
education to young people who are blind 
or visually impaired . Our team continues 
making great strides in raising our profile 
and reaching new audiences across 
social, digital and traditional channels . 
Scarlett, one of our young beneficiaries, 
appeared on CBBC's Newsround to 
champion accessible literature and 
advocate for the life-changing service 
our charity offers to children across the 
United Kingdom . 

Strong relationships have been a 
constant focus this year, enabling us to 
deliver on our strategy .  As we create 
more books, we carefully manage 
expectations of publishers, authors, 
illustrators and donors to continue 
delivering exceptional quality to our 
beneficiaries. I am always proud of the 
beautiful, impactful and accessible 
picture books and box sets we create . 
It is testament to our team that we are 
trusted by so many established and 
emerging authors – and famous 
names who lend their voices to our 
audio narrations . 

We had the incredible opportunity to 
partner with Google, with our unique 
Touch-to-See version of The Gruffalo, 
now permanently installed at Google's 
Accessibility Discovery Centre in 
London . Relationships such as these 
raise awareness of our work's 
importance and demonstrate the 
institutional recognition we receive . 

We are delighted to report Royal 
recognition for our Chief Executive, 
Camilla Oldland . Camilla joined the 
charity at its founding in 1989, 
becoming Chief Executive the following 
year . Under her leadership, Living 
Paintings has become a progressive 
publisher and leader within accessibility 
. Camilla was awarded an Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire in the King's 
Birthday Honours, June 2024 . 
Congratulations and very well deserved! 

We hope you enjoy reading about our 
year and how we remain determined to 
transform the lives of more children and 
families navigating today's complex 
world with severe sight loss . 

Cat Bailey 
Chair of the Board of Trustees 

Welcome from our Chair, 
Cat Bailey 
This year, Living Paintings has continued to build on 
our 10x10x10 mission – with increased visibility, 
more diverse content and wider collaborations to 
ensure we stay highly relevant to our beneficiaries. 
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Our work 

Our work 
Bringing the visual world of pictures, books and 
learning to life for children and young people 
who are blind and visually impaired. 
Every day, four families in the UK are 
told that their child is losing their sight. 
It can be a devastating diagnosis, 
shattering their perception of 
parenthood and creating uncertainty 
over their child’s future . How will they 
be able to enjoy a bedtime story 
together? How will they keep up their 
learning at school? How will they make 
friends if they can’t join in with the 
simple things that sighted people take 
for granted? These are just some of the 
questions we hear from families faced 
with such a diagnosis . 

With 80% of the information our brain 
receives reaching us through our eyes, 
blindness can have a detrimental 
impact on social and educational 
development at every stage of their 
lives . More than anything, parents 
want their children to feel included in 
the visual world – and to have access 
to the same opportunities as every 
other child . 

Living Paintings exist so that no blind 
child has to miss out on the images that 
colour and inform all our lives . For 36 
years we have been creating unique 
‘Touch to See’ experiences for blind and 
visually impaired children and young 
people that bring the visual world of 
pictures, books and learning to life 
through touch and sound . 

Our accessible library 

The service we provide is simple yet 
innovative and impactful . From 
adapting the world’s best-loved picture 
books into accessible formats to 
creating tactile-audio experiences 
linked to the National Curriculum and a 
range of interests all youngsters share, 
everything we create is handcrafted 
with love from our Kingsclere 
production studios . Each of our tactile 
images comes with an audio 
description that guides little fingers 
over the raised images, helping 
youngsters build up a picture in their 
minds eye and ‘see’ through touch . 

Everything in our growing collection of 
Touch to See books and box sets is 
available to borrow for free from our 
postal library for blind children, so – 
no matter their financial situation or 
location – we can be there for every 
child, family or school that needs us . 

6,000+ 7,800+ 
accessible Touch 
to See books and 
resources in our 
collection . 

blind and visually 
impaired people 
of all ages benefit 
from our free 
accessible library 
. 

As a parent being 
able to read a 
bedtime story 
with your child is 
something that 
you would 
normally take for 
granted and 
something that 
we didn’t think 
would be possible 
when our son 
was first 
diagnosed but 
now thanks to 
you, it’s 
something that 
we can enjoy as a 
family. 

Parent 
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The difference we make 

Daniel, aged five and Peter, aged 
three were both diagnosed with a 
condition that causes severe sight 
loss that their father, Andy, also 
grew up with . Books from Living 
Paintings have been invaluable for 
the boys, and it’s something that 
Andy is amazed about . 

“I’m so used to being able to see 
what little I can see and so I don’t 
know what I’ve missed out on. But 
Daniel and Peter get so much out 
of the Living Paintings books, and 
I realise that I missed out on that 
experience as a child .” 

Having had concerns about her 
sons’ development, the boys’ mum 
Laura, was excited to see the 
impact that Touch to See picture 
books have had . 

“The Living Paintings books have 
given us the confidence to know 
that the boys will be able to develop 
and have the same opportunities as 
their sighted peers .” 

Becoming a parent is full of firsts – 
first steps, first giggles, first smiles. 
But Alice never saw her daughter 
Mia light up at the sight of her face 
– because Mia is blind . 

Diagnosed with Optic Nerve 
Hypoplasia and Nystagmus both 
of which cause vision impairment, 
Mia, now three, has only light 
perception . Alice explains that 
Mia’s world changed when the 
family discovered the Living 
Paintings books . 

“Mia loved listening to stories, and 
these Touch to See books transformed 
everything .” Her first Living Paintings 
book adaptation, ‘Fun with Spot’, had her 
giggling as she traced the pictures . 
‘Superworm’ became an instant favourite 
. “Before the book, she couldn’t imagine 
what a worm looked like . Touching it 
helped her understand, and the story 
came alive .” 

Living Paintings books have 
become Mia’s world . She eagerly 
awaits each delivery, feeling for the 
familiar box . “She may not see 
pictures, but she sees with fingers,” 
says Alice . “Thanks to you, her 
imagination has no limits .” 

The difference we make 

I feel massively 
honoured and 
excited that the 
team at Living 
Paintings are 
adapting 
Grandad’s 
Camper for blind 
and visually 
impaired 
children. Every 
child deserves 
access to books 
and an 
environment 
which 
encourages and 
enables reading. 

Harry 
Woodgate, 
author of 
Grandad’s 
Camper 
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Our year's headlines 

Our year's headlines 
It’s been a busy and exciting year as we’ve faced the 
challenge of rapidly growing our library of 
accessible books and box sets to meet an 
unprecedented growth in beneficiaries and demand. 
20% growth in child beneficiaries 
over the last year 
We are delighted to report continued 
growth in the number of blind and 
visually impaired children that our free 
library service is reaching. In the last 12 
months we have experienced 20% 
growth in their number . We are now 
bringing the visual world to life for 5,300 
children and young people living with 
little or no sight, an increase of 120% 
over the last two years . 

730 new accessible books and 
box-sets on our shelves 
To meet growing demand, we produced 
and added yet more books onto our 
shelves . They included multiple copies 
of nine new picture book adaptations 
and three new, non-fiction box sets, as 
well as extra copies of old favourites . 

Parent 

I just wanted 
to thank you 
for the books; 
they've really 
opened up the 
dialogue 
between my 
son and his 
preschool 
friends. They 
have learnt so 
much about 
the little 
adjustments 
my son needs 
to be able to 
access the 
same things 
as them. 

‘Len’s Repair Shop’ has worked 
harder than ever 
Our Touch to See books are being 
borrowed more and more as demand 
increases and, in order to maintain 
quality, we repaired 900 copies (6% of 
all returned loans) in the last year . This 
year we lost our much loved volunteer, 
Len . He had been with us for more 
than 25 years contributing to all things 
production and we felt it appropriate to 
name this now significant area of work 
in his memory . 

30,000 library transactions 
completed in the last 12 months 
Our library has been incredibly busy this 
year sending our special books to 
children across the UK who are blind . 
Loans have increased by 61% over the 
last two years and delivered this major 
milestone in the number of transactions 
our volunteer-led library completed . 

15,000 volunteer hours given 
We couldn’t do what we do without the 
kind support of our volunteers in the 
production room, library and in the 
community. It is thanks to them that we 
have been able to achieve all that we 
have in the past year . 

17,500 lives touched by our 
service 
Our books are designed to be shared 
with friends, family and in the 
classroom . Therefore our work also 
positively impacts the lives of the 
sighted family members, friends or 
peers of each of our beneficiaries. 
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Our impact 

Our impact 
We exist to improve the life chances of 
children who are blind or visually impaired by 
making the visual world of pictures, books and 
learning accessible to them. 
Every year we conduct a survey with 
the families, schools and professionals 
we work with to gain an understanding 
of how our work benefits the children in 
their lives . The results speak for 

themselves; our ‘Touch to See’ books 
have a far-reaching impact that helps 
blind children fully take their place in 
our visual world . 

Building confidence 
88% say our Touch to See books and 
box sets have improved confidence 
their overall confidence. 

Supporting young learners 
90% say Living Paintings has 
increased their engagement and 
interest in learning and school work . 

Promoting positive wellbeing 
78% have improved social skills and 
find it easier to make new friends . 

Raising young readers 
82% of our beneficiaries have 
increased confidence and interest in 
reading . 

Shared experiences 
87% benefited from an increase in 
shared experiences with sighted family, 
friends and peers . 

Trying new things 
69% say our service empowers their 
children to try new physical and social 
activities . 

Routine reading 
75% of children and young people use 
our books daily or weekly . 

I love using Living Paintings. As 
the only QTVI in the authority, 
and with no technician or 
support, your service is essential. 

Qualified Teacher of the 
Vision Impaired (QTVI) 

2024 Living Paintings Impact Report 
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Martha’s story 
When one child is blind and doesn't enjoy new 
experiences it's a huge challenge to enjoy the 
big moments in life as a family. 

Martha was born with a genetic 
condition that has resulted in holes in 
her heart and has left her non-verbal 
and partially sighted . She’s known as a 
SWAN child which means her syndrome 
hasn’t been identified and doesn’t have 
a name . Martha also has strong food 
aversions and sensory issues . 

Mum Verity, found out about Martha’s 
sight problems when she was around 4 
months old at an appointment for her 
older son, Ted . “Ted is blind in one eye 
and so we had a consultation for him 
when Martha was just a baby,” she said . 
“The consultant noticed that Martha’s 
eyes were shaking and got us referred 
to check it out as health visitors and 
midwives hadn’t noticed .” 

“Even though Ted is blind in one eye, he 
isn’t considered partially sighted so it 
was only when Martha got diagnosed 
that we learned about Living Paintings . 
We weren’t sure how much Martha 
could see as a baby, but we loved 
reading to her, and it was nice to have 
an activity suited to her and that was 
great for Ted too . She couldn’t grab 
onto anything but we encouraged her to 
touch the raised pictures from a young 
age. It was a lovely routine to get into 
before bed – the Peppa Pig books were 
always her favourite  .” 

Martha’s sensory issues mean that she 
has an extreme aversion to touch but 
through her love of the Living Paintings 
books, Verity has been able to 
encourage this more and more . “The 
books have really opened her world, not 
just to enjoy the stories but to slowly 
introduce her to touch and to build her 
up to bigger sensory experiences .” 

Martha’s story 
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“Martha really doesn’t like to touch 
things and hates anything on her fingers 
but because she loves Living Paintings 
books so much, I’ve been able to 
encourage her to feel the raised pictures 
over time and this has led to her 
touching other things with her whole 
hand. It’s because the books are so 
colourful and relaxing for her that she’s 
been open to it. If we hadn’t used these 
books and created such a lovely 
environment with them, I don’t think she 
would have tried .” 

For children with sensory issues, 
Christmas can be tricky with so many 
new sights, smells and sounds to 
contend with but Verity is confident 
that Martha will not only cope with 
the atmosphere but will really enjoy it 
thanks to the work they’ve put in with 
Living Paintings books . 

“Reading and experiencing these books 
together has allowed us to prepare 
Martha for the upcoming season . We 
talk about emotions and explain to her 
what’s going to happen .” 

“Last year, we read the Living Paintings 
book, Is that you Father Christmas? by 
Siobhan Dodds. In the book, Martha 
could feel a picture of Father Christmas 
which really helped her when we took 
her to Santa’s Grotto  .” 

"When she met Father Christmas, 
she wasn’t fearful and was happy to 
touch his cloak and beard because 
she knew what to expect because of 
the book. It made the experience so 
magical for us all .” 

Martha’s story 

As well as being a lovely activity for 
Martha and preparing her for life 
experiences, the books are also 
important to Ted . “Teddy is 
obsessed with his little sister so 
likes to jump in when we’re reading 
the books . The books helped his 
language development when he was 
younger and sometimes, he likes to 
read to his sister .” 

“Although she’s a lot better in new 
environments, it’s still important for her 
to be able to learn about Christmas 
through the books to fully prepare her 
so she enjoys every moment . Living 
Paintings books always help her to do 
this . Reading these books together as 
a family has become a special 
Christmas tradition for us. I can’t wait to 
cuddle up together with one of the 
books on Christmas Eve  .” 
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Highlights 

Axel Scheffler 

Giants in children’s 
publishing 
We were delighted to add The Smartest 
Giant in Town to our library of 
accessible books for blind and visually 
impaired children. It’s the fourteenth 
adaptation by family-favourites Julia 
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler to join the 
Living Paintings catalogue . 

The characters, stories and settings 
created by Julia Donaldson hold a 
special place in the hearts of so many 
families and children . Her rhyming 
tales bring joy and laughter to many . 
The Gruffalo is always at the top of our 
loans table! 

The illustrations by superstar Axel 
Scheffler have been lovingly 
handcrafted into tactile versions by 
an army of volunteers in our Newbury 
production studio . 

The audio description is read by our 
longstanding supporter and friend Jim 
Carter who starred in Downton Abbey . 

It was a wonderful testament to our 
work when Axel Scheffler gave it the 
seal of approval . 

I am a big supporter of Living 
Paintings and seeing my work adapted 
so blind and visually impaired children 
can experience it through touch and 
sound is very special indeed. In the 
visual world of children’s books, it 
really is the combination of words and 
pictures that gives the full experience, 
so I’m always thrilled when Living 
Paintings bring my illustrations to life 
for blind children. When I illustrate, I 
do so for all children. Working with 
Living Paintings makes that truly 
possible. 

Highlights 

Making noise! 
There is a vital need for Living Paintings 
to continuously make noise and raise its 
profile. There are approximately 26,000 
blind and visually impaired children in 
the UK . Currently we work with around 
19% of these children which is certainly 
to be celebrated . As Living Paintings is 
the only charity doing what we do, we 
desperately need to reach many more 
children to unlock the magic of reading 
and storytelling and increase their life 
chances through raising their confidence 
and access to books. 

This year we appeared on national and 
even international television. In February 
2025 we appeared on the Kelly Clarkson 
Show in the USA which was a great 
opportunity to spread our message a 
little further afield. In April 2025, 
Scarlett, another young Living Paintings 
beneficiary, brilliantly presented our 
story on CBBC’s Newsround . This was a 
lovely piece about how our books are 
made with Scarlett visiting our office in 
Newbury to hear all about the 
production process . 

Teacher 

This has been 
such a great 
service for us. 
Our student has 
loved using the 
books over a 
number of years. 
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Highlights 

Funtastic fundraising 
We are excited to report that despite 
a very challenging year for 
fundraising as the cost of living 
crisis and economic uncertainty 
persisted and the environment 
became more competitive; Living 
Paintings saw a 12% increase in 
income . This is very much thanks to 
our loyal trust and foundation 
grantmakers and also thanks to 
many wonderful people who had fun 
with fundraising for us . They played 
golf, climbed mountains and ran 
marathons . 

A special donation 
in memory of an 
extraordinary child 
Five year-old Jude loved books, and his 
favourite was ‘Under the Love 
Umbrella’, a lovely celebration of the joy 
and comfort of unconditional love that 
is always with us, wherever we roam . 
The colourful illustrations and sweet 
message brought him lots of 
happiness . Tragically Jude succumbed 
to the cancer he so bravely fought. In 
loving memory, his parents raised the 
money for Living Paintings to create an 
accessible adaptation, enabling blind 
and visually impaired children to share 
in the book that had brought so much 
joy to their son . 

Royal recognition for 
Living Paintings CEO 
Camilla Oldland joined the charity when 
it was founded in 1989 and became its 
Chief Executive the following year . 
Under her leadership, the charity has 
become a trusted name within the 
accessibility field. In June 2024 Camilla 
was honoured with an Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the 
King’s Birthday Honours list, in 
recognition of her decades of work 
supporting blind and visually impaired 
communities in the UK. It is a 
much-deserved recognition for 
Camilla’s ongoing dedication to the 
cause . 
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Jenni and Bella’s story 

Jenni and Bella’s story 
Hearing a little girl read aloud to her class for the 
first time must be a very special experience for any 
teaching assistant. But when that girl is blind, it 
can be magical. 

Jenni Coles, a primary school teaching 
assistant, never thought that Bella 
would be able to read by herself – let 
alone to her whole class – but it’s now a 
regular occurrence and is all thanks to 
Living Paintings . 

“In a year, she’s gone from sitting, 
listening to the stories with me, to 
reading herself, to now reading in front 
of her whole class. Once she gets it, 
she gets it .” says Jenni . 

“We do star time in class every day at 
3pm where someone will read aloud, 
and Bella loves it when it’s her turn . 
She sits on the reading chair and says, 
“are you ready?” and reads her favourite 
story . She could never have done that 
without Living Paintings books .” 

Jenni has worked as a teaching 
assistant for 10 years now in her local 
school, retraining from her bank job 
after becoming a mother. “I trained as 
a class TA in order to work around my 
kids and have worked with many 
children with SEN and special needs,” 
says Jenni . 

“Bella was the first child I’ve worked 
with who is blind, so that was daunting 
at first.” 

Bella, who was born with no lenses and 
is classed as completely blind, had 
hoped to start her schooling journey in 
a setting designed for children who are 
visually impaired . Unfortunately, this 
facility closed before Bella started 
school . Many mainstream settings 
were consulted but felt unable to meet 
Bella’s needs until eventually one local 
mainstream school worked with the 
local authority to support Bella with the 
move to school . 
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Focus on publishing 

Focus on publishing 
730 new Touch to See books and box sets produced, 
bringing the world of literacy and learning to life for 
children who are blind and visually impaired. 

Fairy tale classics 
We’re helping blind and visually impaired 
children enjoy the vibrant stories and 
colourful characters from traditional tales, 
starting with these fabulous new 
accessible adaptations . 

The Three Little Pigs by Mara Alperin 
and Ag Jatkowska read by CBBEBIES 
favourite Jennie Dale. Parent said: 
“Scarlett really liked the descriptions 
(in The Three Little Pigs) and she also 
laughed quite a lot. The book made her 
feel really happy .” 

Jack and the Beanstalk by Mara 
Alperin and Mark Chambers read by 
storyteller Mama G . 

Helpful heroes 
We’re helping blind and visually 
impaired children learn about 
friendships and showing how sharing, 
and helping people (and animals), 
brings joy and happiness with these 
fun-filled accessible adaptations. 

ABC with Percy the Park Keeper 
by Nick Butterworth read by actor 
Toby Jones . 

The Smartest Giant in Town by Julia 
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler and read 
by actor Jim Carter . 

Supertato by Paul Linnet and Sue 
Hendra and read by children’s author, 
BBC broadcaster, Greg James . 

“There’s a history of visual 
impairments in my family, so I 
know how vital and life 
enhancing projects like Living 
Paintings can be. Everyone should 
be able to enjoy stories and it was 
a pleasure to be involved and learn 
all about this brilliant charity and 
the joy they bring to people.” 

Greg James, radio presenter 
and author 

Nine new accessible picture book titles 
Picture books are so much more than stories, they are vital tools to help children 
understand the world around them . The pictures and words work together to 
create magical worlds, inspire confidence, share values and help children make 
sense of their emotions . With the support of the children’s publishing industry, 
we exist so that children who are blind or visually impaired are included in this joy 
and learning . We’re delighted to share some of the new books and themes we 
introduced this year . 
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Festive treasury 
We’re helping blind and visually impaired children 
experience the wonder of Christmas with these festive 
favourites, packed with fun storytelling and evocative 
feely pictures from the North Pole to the top of the 
Christmas tree! 

The Night Before Christmas by Kes Gray and Claire 
Powell and read by comedy actor Ardal O’Hanlon 

Mog's Christmas by Judith Kerr and read by her 
daughter, Tacy Kneale 

The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg and read by 
American actress, Aria Mia Loberti who is blind . 

Focus on publishing 

Our non-fiction catalogue has 
again grown 
Our non-fiction books and box sets, 
featuring tactile images accompanied 
by engaging audio guides, help children 
who are blind or visually impaired 
explore interests, try new activities and 
feel fully included in learning at school . 

Having fun with STEM 
Our science, technology and 
engineering books and box sets are 
helping children experience new 
subjects and inspiring our future STEM 
professionals . 

Oscar and the Bird by Geoff Waring, a 
book about electricity and how circuits 
work, with the help of CBEEBIES 
science presenter Ayo Sokale . 

Magnificent Machines Go Green 
featuring exciting and extraordinary 
sustainable forms of transport, 
presented by Grace Webb from 
CBEEBIES ‘Amazing Machines‘. 

Josie, Tobias’ mum, said “Tobias felt 
that he learned a lot from the 
commentary. He said that the tracks 
(and tactile pictures) explained 
everything about sustainable transport 
in good detail, and that he loved 
learning about Volocopters, as he had 
never heard of them before . He said it 
feels like the future!” 

Our science, technology and 
engineering books and box sets are 
helping children experience new 
subjects and inspiring our future 
STEM professionals . 

Parent 

What you do is incredible! 
Everyone should be able to 
experience adventures on pages 
of brilliant books and you are 
making that happen! Amazing, 
keep it up! 
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Focus  on publishing 

Sports stars 
With these fabulous new box sets, we’re 
helping blind and visually impaired 
children get into sport by sharing 
inspiring stories from a team of famous 
sports stars, as they share their journey 
from childhood dreams to medal 
winning goals . 

Sport heroes tactile pictures and audio 
guides featuring Sir Lewis Hamilton F1 
racing driver, Libby Clegg MBE blind 
athlete, Paralympic swimmer Ellie 
Simmonds OBE, Marcus Rashford 
football player and charity worker . 

Winter snow sports tactile pictures 
and audio guides featuring Paralympic 
Alpine Skier Menna Fitzpatrick MBE, 
Sports presenters Clare Balding and 
JJ Chalmers, Paralympian alpine skier 
Mike Brace, and Olympian skier 
Chemmy Alcott . 

The tactile pictures are fantastic! I 
loved learning on the audio guide 
about Libby Clegg. That’s going to 
be me one day! 

Jacob, 11 years 

Being visually impaired myself, it was a pleasure to 
share my story and help other blind and visually 
impaired young people feel included as we approach 
the 2024 Paris Games. I truly hope that by being 
involved I can help these children to know that 
anything is possible – and perhaps inspire the next 
generation of Paralympic superstars. 

Libby Clegg, athlete 
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A special thank you to our readers 
Each of our Touch to See books and box sets comes 
with a very special audio description that guides fingers 
over the raised pictures. It’s a vital part of our service; 
bringing everything to life as the children build a picture 
in their mind . 

A huge thank you must go to our friends who have given 
up their time to record these for us . They receive no 
payment – just the knowledge that they are bringing the 
visual world to life for blind children and young people . 
This year they have included: 

Tacy Kneale, Jim Carter, Ardal O’Hanlon, Toby Jones, 
Aria Mia Loberti, Jennie Dale, Mama G, Greg James, 
Ayo Sokale, Sir Lewis Hamilton, Ellie Simmonds OBE, 
Libby Clegg MBE, Gaby Logan, Ben Cajee, Grace 
Webb, Menna Fitzpatrick MBE. 

Aria Mia Loberti 

Toby Jones 

Focus  on publishing 

25 books and box sets in 
production 
Our production team remain incredibly 
busy . As demand continues to grow at 
a pace it is vital that we keep up the 
momentum; releasing new titles across 
a range of interests and topics: 

Coming in 2025-26 
Touch to See books: 

• The Night Before Christmas 
• What the ladybird heard at Christmas 
• Two Little Dickie Birds 
• Margaret's Unicorn 
• 123 Percy Park Keeper 
• The Elves and the Shoemaker 
• Little People, Big Dreams The 

Scarecrow's Wedding 
• Tidy 
• Coming Home 
• Jonty Gentoo 
• Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat 
• And Tango Makes Three 
• Harry and the Dinosaurs go to School 
• The Sun Thief 
• Books Aren't for Eating 
Touch to See box sets: 

• Hugless Douglas and the 
Nature Walk 

• Rainforests Key stage 2 
• Doctor Who Part Three 

These will be joined by more titles as 
they are funded . 
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Amelia’s story 

Amelia’s story 
Four-year-old Amelia has already faced more 
challenges than many adults. She needed eye 
surgery at seven weeks old and major heart 
surgery at five months. 

Amelia has a severe vision impairment, 
is wheelchair dependent and at high 
risk of respiratory complications . Yet 
despite everything, she’s a lively, chatty 
little girl who loves stories and can fully 
enjoy them thanks to Living Paintings . 

Amelia’s mum, Sian, says family life 
can be ‘chaos’, filled with hospital 
appointments, paperwork, and 
equipment . That’s why discovering 
Living Paintings has been so special . 
“I first heard about Living Paintings 
through Amelia’s QTVI [Qualified 
Teacher of Vision Impairment],” 
explains Sian . “She sent me an email 
about the service, and I thought I’d 
give it a try . The application process 
was so quick and easy . Compared to 
many services we’ve had to apply for, 
which can be overwhelming, this was 
completely straightforward. It made 
such a difference .” 

Amelia has a severe sight impairment 
and can only see bright lights and 
colours so being able to feel the raised, 
brightly coloured pictures of the Living 
Paintings book unlocks a whole new 
world for her . For Sian, the books are 
about more than reading, they create 
moments of inclusion and joy . 

“We’ve always read to Amelia from a 
young age, but with Living Paintings 
it feels different . She loves feeling 
the raised pictures, and we add props 
like teddies or foil blankets to bring 
the stories alive . Her dad is the best 
at doing the funny voices and she 
snuggles in with him at story time. 
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ is her 
absolute favourite . 

She’s never been able to go to a library, 
and until Living Paintings we’ve only 
had audio books . With her special chair 
with a tray, I bring her down to ground 
level and we listen together . She 
always enjoys them . We read them 
more than once and she likes to have 
the repetition. It’s created special 
moments with both my children and 
really brings the stories to life .” 
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Amelia’s story 

Sharing the books has also brought 
Amelia closer to her younger brother, 
Atlas . “They both get so excited when 
the box of books arrives,” says Sian . 
“It’s become a family activity. Living 
Paintings has made reading inclusive 
for Amelia, and that’s something we’ll 
always be grateful for.” 

Above all, the simplicity of the service 
has been key . “When so much of our 
life is taken up with medical forms 
and appointments, it means the world 
to have something that is so easy to 
access, renew, and return,” says Sian . 
“Living Paintings has brought us 
precious quality time together and 
there’s nothing else like it .” 
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The financial picture 

The financial picture 
1st June 2024 – 31st May 2025 

The income 

Campaigns and Community 

Trusts and Foundations 

Regular Givers Legacy Other 

£39,539 

£607,265 

£10,805 

£21,010 

£6,445 

Total £685,064 

Raising funds £99,901 

Governance £12,896 

Service for children and young people £416,816 

Services for adults 

Total 

£73,556 

£603,169 

Where we spent it 

About our surplus 
We are grateful to have seen our investment in fundraising over the last 12 
months yield an increase in income despite the extremely uncertain and 
difficult economic climate. The resulting surplus has enabled us to stabilise 
the financial security of our charity by increasing our General Reserve 
position and raising the level of our Strategic Growth Fund to support further 
investment in the coming year . 

Our fund balances 31st May 2025 
Unrestricted Fund: General ‘Cash’ Reserve £278,106 

Designated Fund: Property for Charity’s Use £229,717 

Unrestricted Fund: Designated Strategic Growth Fund £94,933 

Restricted Fund: Special Projects Yet to be Completed £201,704 

Endowment: The Edward Gostling Fund £140,000 

Total £944,460 
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The future 

The future 
Our sustained growth this year means we have a 
challenge to keep building the number of beneficiaries 
we reach, whilst continuing to increase our impact 
and develop new services for a younger audience. 
Delivering new services 
We completed a comprehensive 
research project exploring the need for 
and ways in which we can develop our 
services for infants and toddlers who 
are blind or visually impaired . The 
results highlight an often-devastating 
lack of provision beyond medical 
intervention for this age group and 
that there is a clearly defined need for 
support . As a result the board has 
committed to significantly expanding 
our services for 0-4 year olds and this 
will be a focus for the coming year . 

Our secondary focus is on how we 
remain relevant for beneficiaries who 
are out growing our picture books at the 
age of circa eight years . We would like 
to make more use of our non-fiction box 
sets and also understand how we can 
introduce more chapter books to this 
age group to continue building on their 
love of reading and learning . 

Reaching more children 
Every child who is diagnosed as 
blind or visually impaired must have 
the opportunity to experience the 
visual world from as young an age 
as possible, and this is where Living 
Paintings is the expert . 

We know that we reach approximately 
19% of registered blind and visually 
impaired children in the UK which is a 
great achievement . We also know that 
our service has an incredibly positive 
impact on young lives . Therefore, in line 
with our ten year growth strategy we 
aim to significantly increase the number 
of young beneficiaries of our library so 
that we can impact the learning, 
confidence and joy of more children 
across the UK . 

Engaging our community 
We are most well-known for our adaptations of 
illustrated children’s books . Living Paintings is so 
much more. Our non-fiction Touch to See box sets 
help blind and visually impaired children and young 
people explore new interests and fully participate in 
learning at school . We aim to diversify borrowing 
within our membership to increase loans of these 
box sets by creating more excitement and 
highlighting the benefits via our communications 
plans. 

Meeting demand 
As more beneficiaries join our library the 
demand on our services naturally 
increases . There is a need to create 
more copies of the ‘most loaned’ books 
to help manage this increase in demand 
. There are also many new book titles 
we would like to offer that deliver unique 
stories that could help children who are 
blind or visually impaired feel included 
and engaged in their communities or 
with their studies . 
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Conclusion from the CEO 
It’s been another fast paced and successful 
year for Living Paintings, full of achievements 
both large and small. 

Conclusion from the CEO 

We have continued to make great 
strides in pursuing the targets set for 
the five Strategic pillars of our ten-year 
growth strategy . 

We have engaged with our community; 
made more picture books, topics and 
learning accessible; been there for carers; 
made noise about our work and kept our 
organisation fit. We have built on our 
strong foundations and look forward to 
another exciting, challenging year of 
consolidation and growth . 

The beneficiary stories we have 
shared with you in this report, and the 
many, many others we constantly 
receive, are our driving force . 
Knowing the depth of the impact of 
our work on the lives and futures of 
blind and visually impaired children, 
means we simply have to do more . 

As always, we can only do that with the 
help and support of our Living Paintings 
family of generous donors, volunteers 
and supporters . Please stay with us and 
thank you . 

On a personal note, I have been leading 
this inspiring volunteer-led charity for a 
long time now; I’m in my 36th year in 
the job! Not long ago, to my enormous 
surprise, I found myself standing in the 
doorway to the Grand Reception Room 
at Windsor Castle, waiting to enter and 
receive my O .B .E . for services to 
visual impairment from HRH The Prince 
of Wales . That wait offered a short 
moment for reflection. Tears came to 
my eyes (ever perfect they had a box of 
tissues to hand!) . Whizzing through my 
mind were those compelling stories of 
the way Living Paintings has changed 
so very many children’s lives for the 
better and memories of all the 
amazing, generous people who had, do 
and will continue to make it possible. 
The honour I was about to receive was 
for all of them – I just hold it on their 
behalf . 

Camilla Oldland OBE 
Chief Executive 

Parent 

Living paintings 
books made a big 
difference in my 
daughter’s life, 
she really 
enjoyed them 
and they are part 
of many special 
memories I have 
for her. Thank 
you for all you 
do and the joy 
you bring. 


