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‘My son now acknowledges books. He 1s 6 and
although I tried to read to him daily, he would not
engage. I tried making stories using photos of people
he knew, and made up stories using cut outs of his
favourite characters. The list of things I did to ignite
an enthusiasm in books was endless. Living Paintings
plugged a huge gap in our world, offering my son the
ability to take a book in his hands and engage with it.
We now have a moment in everyday where we can sit
and read together. Or sometimes we may not even read
- we sit and feel all the different things in each book. It
doesn't matter what we do with the book -
1t's always a positive experience now.”
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Executive Summary

BUILDING SUPPORTING SHARED
CONFIDENCE YOUNG LEARNERS EXPERIENCES

88% Rl /98 87%

have improved have an increased have benefitted from
confidence thanks to interest in learning an increase in shared

Living Paintings 61% significantly experiences with sighted

63% significantly friends, family and peers

60% significantly

In order to measure the positive impact that Living Paintings has on the lives of blind and visually
impaired children, we carried out our annual survey amongst our child library members of all
different ages. As with previous years, a survey was distributed to parents, carers, teachers and
organisations working with children. Our purpose is to measure the difference that receiving our
Touch to See Books makes to the lives of our young beneficiaries.

Key results

For those blind and visually impaired children who receive Living Paintings’ service:

of our young library beneficiaries
82% have developed improved
confidence and interest in reading.

are more confident in
82% joining in class activities
and discussions.

experienced a positive change
in confidence in socialising and
making friends.

say our service empowers their
children to try new physical and
social activities.

75% of children use Living Paintings Touch to See books daily or weekly.
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What people have to say

Drawn from the anecdotal responses received through this impact survey:

“Without these books my
child would not be able to

read the stories that most
of us take for granted”

Not only does it bring joy to my child’s life, it also
brings joy to me. To see them engaging with their
peers, growing in confidence and having a fab time.

My daughter absolutely loves the Living Paintings books.
When able (due to clinical needs) she listens intently, feels
the pictures and really enjoys the audio which goes with
the book. The complete book system enables her to access
the parts she is able to enjoy on that day due to the severity
of her brain injury. It opens up another area of life, stimuli
and learning for her that she otherwise would not have as
she has been limited to her bedroom — and often just her
bed — for the past 6 years. As parents it is just wonderful to
have normal interaction with her, not just clinical or caring.
For our daughter’s nurses it enables them to engage, build a
relationship and helps them open up her world.

“The children look forward to the box of books arriving and
opening them up to find out what's inside. They love to snuggle
up with the books and enjoy letting their imaginations soar.’
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“Carry on being fantastic and making a
difference to children'’s lives!”

‘Access to information 1s so limited for my son who 1s
completely blind. Reference materials are usually either
inaccessible or inding out about them 1s inaccessible, so

having a pack that just works and takes away those barriers
1s transformational. It really helps his self-esteem too to know
that somewhere people are valuing his access and creating
resources with him in mind. Your work makes a huge positive
impact on my son’s life.  wanted to share that he just got 7
grade 9's at GCSE and two Grade 8's...he is completely blind.
He could never have done this without having access to your
resources over the years throughout his school career. He is
now starting A-level courses. Keep up the good work!!”

“Your service provides a level
of inclusion that we don't
find in our local libraries.
Having books that my son
can properly enjoy through
the post 1s exciting for him,

1t makes him feel special! He
uses the books at school too
and so there is a continuity
in his learning and his love
of stories’”

‘He enjoys reading more since we started using your books and
1t helps him access many of his subjects better’
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‘For us as a family, Living Paintings has helped create
special moments when my partner’s daughter is with us,
where we can all sit together and take part in the same
activity. She is able to read some of the braille and this gives
her an enormous sense of pride as it 1s not something that
we can do. It gives her a lot of satisfaction to listen to the
stories and to be able to pick out the raised images with the
help of the script. The breadth of books available has also
been really useful as well, because as she is 17 she likes a lot
of different subjects and there is always something new for
us to try. It has really helped me to bond with her’”

“When we open a Living
Paintings book my
son’'s face immediately
lights up. Thereis a

definite difference in his
Interaction with these
books than with standard
books for his age group.’

‘Darren has taken his books to school to show his new
teacher how engaged he 1s when using Living Paintings
books compared with other books. She was so surprised

and has now become a member too so she can offer Living

Paintings books in school. In the few weeks of Darren

having access to these books at school his interaction

during paired reading has increased significantly’
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What difference does

Living Paintings really make?

‘Our daughter 1s already
passionate about books but
struggles with cluttered pages
and small print / pictures.
The audio aspect & raised
uncluttered pictures of the
Living Paintings books have
made a huge difference to her
ability to access more books'”

‘At our setting, we reqularly
engage In Sensory Stories

and activities which are
supported by stories. Having
the Living Paintings books to
help support these sessions
has made a massive difference
on engagement levels and
interaction from our children.
They have been able to access
the tactile images during
discussions or character
descriptions to help support
them throughout the session
and to support communication
within each activity”

‘My daughter has really enjoyed
taking her books into show her
school friends and sharing how
she feels the pictures as she
listens to the stories. She also
absolutely loved the arts and
crafts pack which fit well with
the curriculum at school and
allowed her to consolidate her
learning at home"’

‘Both boys love the
independence the books bring.
They love being able to listen
to the descriptions and follow
the instructions of the audio to
feel the raised pictures. They
also feel privileged to explore a
resource that is just for them"

Page 6



“This service provides a huge
time benefit for me asa QTVI. I
have a large caseload and not
enough time to make bespoke
resources for every child.

The fact that these books are
loaned and posted for free

1s central to their success.
Budgets are empty. If there
was a charge attached I would
have to lay out of my own
pocket and can't afford to do
that. They are a massive help
and a unique product’”

“These resources can

make learning topics more
enjoyable. It's also a great
resource to use when a child
1s exhausted from lessons in
school. It's a great way to have
a ‘break’ whilst still learning
by listening to the audio’’

“The history resources on
WW?2 were really useful.
They related directly to the
curriculum in Year 5 and 6.
My pupil was able to learn
alongside his sighted peers
using resources produced to
perfectly meet his needs. He
particularly enjoyed chatting
with his class partner about
what he had learnt about
evacuees.

‘My pupil gets very excited to
see the new Living Paintings

books. She 1s more motivated
in reading lessons and library

time. She wants to join in

and be part of the class now,
previously she was struggling
with Teading’ and she found
1t difficult to share stories and
books with her peers’

‘Living Paintings books
have really helped both
these children engage more
meaningfully with others.
They have improved their
use of language to discuss a
story and they're beginning
to engage with another peer
using these books'”




“These are truly fantastic resources
that are invaluable at helping
targeted support and accessibility
for a child who we would have had
a difficult time knowing how to
introduce books to without your
resources as we had never worked
with a blind child at our setting
before. Thank you!”

“Ted's always excited to receive
his new Living Paintings delivery.
It has helped him become more
engaged with our class topic.
There i1s always a lot of useful
information on each topic and Ted
really enjoys exploring the pack”

‘For us Living Paintings brings a
sense of normality and a sense

of ease to our lives. The books

are delivered to you and are
available for use straight from

the box. Aside from the audio, no
1Pads, readers or special apps are
needed. Instead, we are able to
enjoy reading together, in the same
way as fully sighed child. We use
the audio accompaniments as
standalone stories to listen to at
bed time and the intonation, pitch
and expression of the voiceovers
has really helped our son to
understand how to use language.
His vocabulary has been helped
hugely by the books”

‘It has been lovely to see the
expression on their faces when
they feel the books and realise
that their books are special and
Interactive.’

‘I'm a teaching assistant for two VI
children. They asked me to pass on
comments from each of them —

Tt has uplifted our confidence so
that we can shoot for the stars!

Tt's amazing like a
blessing to us!

Thank you for helping these
children understand other people’s
lives, other stories concepts,

and topics. It helps them learn
language skills, and they now like
asking good questions!”




“The books bring a different
dimension of understanding to
what my daughter is reading.
It can sometimes be difficult

to find an answer to questions
she has regarding stories. As
with many people with ASD, an
answer can be very important
and must be answered before
moving on. The tactile pages
of these books can really help
with this”

“The dual print and braille
books allows her to share

with a peer and engage in
reading and speaking about
the story. She loves choosing a
partner to share her book with.
Previously she used to refuse
to join in library time”

‘Our student 1s visibly excited
each day for her session. She
talks about it with peers and
parent and has been able to
engage back into books having
been unable to access other
recommended strategies.’

‘Our young student with visual
impairment and PMLD showed
significant improvement in
theilr interest in tasks and

In communication when
exploring the Living Paintings
tactile books.’

‘Our student would not

engage with books before we
joined the Living Paintings
Library. They have given her
an interest in books. Feeling
the Braille in the books has
encouraged her to want to read
Braille and as a result she has
now nearly finished learning
contracted Braille. She is still
reluctant to read any other
books apart from the ones
from the Living Paintings Trust
as she loves the images, the
Braille overlays, and audio.”
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A Case Study: Jasper and Lauren

Two year old Jasper was born with oculocutaneous albinism type 1 which has left him with a
vision impairment. His mum Lauren recalls, “When Jasper was born, he had this gorgeous white,
blond hair and we didn’t think much of it as both me and his dad have fair hair.” However, his parents
slowly noticed he had nystagmus — a repetitive and involuntary movement — and had it confirmed
by the health visitor at the 8-week check. After delays
and difficulties with diagnosis, they finally received
confirmation of Jasper’'s condition of Albinism — OCA1
when he was just over one year old.

Jasper’s albinism has resulted in him being severely sight
impaired, with his vision fluctuating daily due to various
factors like light and emotional states. When Jasper was
first diagnosed, Lauren and Jasper’s Dad, Liam, did not
know the level of Jasper's vision, but as he started to
communicate more, he can now tell his parents what
he can see and what he can't. It won't be until Jasper is
four or five years old that they will have a much stronger
indication on his sight limitations. At that point, Jasper
will be able to explain in more detail and can take part in
more sight tests.

“We’re in the process of having Jasper registered as severely sight impaired. | like to describe his
vision like an old TV, you can tell what things are but it's not in HD and you can't see the details — that's
how we think Jasper sees the world.”

One thing that Lauren and Liam were hoping for Jasper was a love of books. “Liam would always
read to my tummy when | was pregnant and so we both hoped that Jasper would love books from
the start. However, he just wasn't interested.” While initially uninterested in books, Jasper’s love for
reading blossomed after discovering Living Paintings.

“Jasper had only seen flat books or books that just had the textured sections and so as soon as he
felt a Living Paintings book, he was like whoa! Suddenly, he could touch the pictures and feel details
that he couldn’t see. He loved the books immediately.”

His first book was one of the Spot books by Eric Hill. He really liked it and got up close to properly
examine the tactile pictures. He was around 8 months old when he got his first book, but we could tell
this would be a long-time love.”

“He loves animals and now is really interested in birds. He can hear them when we're walking and
always looks up to try and see them flying. Unfortunately, we think he can only likely see a blurry
blob in the sky, but we recently had Spot Goes to the Farm in our Living Paintings delivery and it was
wonderful to see Jasper really examine the beak and feathers of the hen and chick and for him to
finally be able to visualise what a bird might look like.”

Lauren is involved in support groups for visually impaired children, where she frequently
recommends Living Paintings. “Living Paintings books have really inspired Jasper's reading and
engaged him, and it's ignited a love in books which is something we are delighted about. | always
recommend Living Paintings as it's such a positive service. Many of these children desperately need
some fun and positivity after sometimes a scary diagnosis and so Living Paintings is so important.”
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Methodology e

A survey was emailed to 1347 library members who borrow on
behalf of children and young people, including teachers, parents V-

and organisations. The survey was designed to be completed for

and on behalf of up to a maximum of five children. Responses to O ==

232 surveys on behalf of 374 Living Paintings child beneficiaries

have been received, representing an overall response rate of 17%.

77 surveys received were completed by parents or carers, and

125 were completed by teachers or learning assistants. 29 were

filtered under the “other” category which included people such as Grandparents, SENCO's, QTVI's,
and Sensory Outreach Workers. One did not indicate what capacity they were responding in.

16+ Yrs

About the survey respondents

Of those respondents who provided the ages of their
children, the results were as follows:

B 0-4Years 17%
5-9 Years 48%

[ | 10-15 Years 27%

[ | 16 + Years 8%

Length of membership
61.5% of the children for which we o
received responses have been members 27.3%
of Living Paintings Library for more
than 1 year 21-2%
15.8%
13.8%
9.6% ]
1.7%
4.6%
4+ yrs 3-4 2-3 1-2 6-12 3-6 0-3
years years years years months months months
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Borrowing patterns

Regularity of borrowing from Living
Paintings Library.

Monthly or more often 21%
Every 2-3 months 60%
Every 3-6 months 13%
Every 6-9 months 3%

Every 9-12 months 3%

NB: The bias towards borrowing every 2-3 months reflects loan periods and pattern of school terms.

Book usage

w

0%

of children use
Living Paintings Books
daily or weekly.

Daily Weekly Monthly Every 2 Less
months often
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The results

We asked participants to answer the following questions about each child’s progress on a scale of
0-5, selecting 5 for significant progress and 0 for no progress.

Interest in Learning

In the last 12 months (or since joining Living Paintings Library) my child(ren)’s overall
interest in learning has improved through using Living Paintings books.

29.8% 29.8% 30.7%

5.9%
3.4%
0.4%

No progress 1 2 3 4 Significant
progress

‘Jessica 1s very creative. She loves learning new things as her brain is like a sponge. These
books help her massively to explore more than she would without these books”

“My student is understanding more of the world around her since we started borrowing
these books, and she is interacting with her classmates. She is able to answer more
questions in class when asked. She is also learning humour and laughing more. I'm really
impressed. I also find it lovely to see her relax with a Living Paintings book”

“The Roarsome box really helped our son in school to engage in the dinosaur topic that the
class were studying. It made the topic more accessible to him and the other children also
wanted to share the pack too”

“The child I work with is in pre braille learning, and is deaf/partial sighted. I wanted these
books to encourage the use of hands to explore the world around her. Straight away she
noticed the braille cells, and now actively seeks them out and scanning the page with her
hands. This is a new emerging skill but she will sit and explore books for several minutes.”
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Joining in Classroom Activities

In the last 12 months, or since joining the Living Paintings library if
less, my child(ren)’s confidence has grown in joining in with classroom
activities thanks to Living Paintings books

27.4% 27.4% 27.4%

8.1% 7.2%
2.7%

1 2 3 4 Significant

No progress
progress

‘One student has been able to construct a Tutankhamun mask using your Egyptian

collection and wowed us all with his drawing of a Tardis after using the Doctor Who

package. This student has no vision and had been encouraged to explore mediums
he has never used before”

‘As a teachers assistant [ will order books that are linked to a theme so our student can take
part in her own way with the same subject as everyone else. We enjoy the audio too as the
rest of the class can listen to this while she explore the book itself. It provides real adaptive

joint learning with peers'”

‘I teach art in a college specifically for visual impaired students. These books have enabled
my students to access parts of the curriculum (such as observational drawing) and have
enhanced our lessons with the accompanying audios.”

‘Interacting with peers in the classtoom has always been a struggle mainly because of the
level of noise in some activities and visual /physical games have provided barriers. Living
Paintings has created a great impact in the inclusion of all. These books have encouraged a
love of literacy and an awareness of working together”

“Since we started using this service my pupil has more confidence in joining class
discussions in Science and History. He is also more able to understand what other
pupils are referring to when talking about different book characters”
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Engaging with Sighted Peers, Family and Friends

I have noticed a positive difference in the last 12 months (or since joining
Living Paintings Library) in my child(ren) in my child’s engagement with their
sighted peers, family and friends thanks to Living Paintings books e.g. sharing

reading, learning and discovering new interests

31.5%
27 3% 28.6%
7.1%
4.2%
1.3%
No progress 1 2 3 4 Significant
progress

“My students are understanding concepts that they couldn’t understand before thanks to the
Living Paintings books. This then leads to conversations about those topics with their peers
with more confidence. A recent example was the football tactile picture of formations and the
pitch etc. which [ know they used to discuss The Euros with friends. They also tell me they
use the interesting facts on the audio guide as talking points with peers and family.

‘A recent pack on music for teens has been so helpful in giving my son an overview of
popular music. This has meant he has been able to join discussions with peers on music,
express preferences using common language and generally has helped with the very difficult
area of social engagement and understanding of popular culture’”

‘A new friend has taken an interest in braille as my child is learning it at school using the
Living Paintings books. A playdate has been arranged for next week to look at the Living
Paintings books together”

‘My child’s ability to engage with their peers has improved because they feel like they have

valid points to make in classroom discussions thanks to the Living Paintings images.”

“We enjoy using the Living Paintings books with her sibling too as together they
can feel and explore the books. We have also shown some of her little friends too
and they enjoy the textures and images”
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Improved Self-Confidence

In the last 12 months, or since joining Living Paintings library if less, my child(ren)’s
self-confidence has been positively influenced by using Living Paintings books

34.1%
29.1%
24.5%
6.4% 410
1%
1.8% °
No progress 1 2 3 4 Significant
progress

“These books have encouraged her to explore more textures and she now wants to have
story time more often which has been advancing her speech massively”

“Teddy loves to share is Touch to See books with his cousins. He is able to explain everything
on the page and is proud of himself. It gives him a level of independence which isn't possible
with mormal’ reading books. It allows him to take the lead, share and interact without an
adult to explain anything to him

‘Living Paintings have increased my student’s confidence as he has discovered something he
is able to learn from without adult support. He knows he is able to engage independently. He
looks forward to the session with them and is keen to explore new titles”

“‘Since joining Living Paintings she is laughing more and able to be more independent
and confident with tasks such as getting to the toilet on her own and washing her
hands. She is going up and down the corridor on her own. She's also talking to people -
she rarely interacted before”

“My son has grown in confidence since we started accessing the Touch to See books. He now
thoroughly devours books and when the stories he's seen at home come up in his classroom,
he loves to help the teacher read it and explains to the class what the story is about. He
remembers everything and being able to explain what they should all be seeing makes him
feel helpful and kind"
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Engagement with Reading

In the last 12 months, or since joining Living Paintings library if less, my
child(ren)’s confidence in reading has grown thanks to Living Paintings books

32.8%
27.1%
21.8%
8.7%
4.4% 52%
No progress 1 2 3 4 Significant
progress

‘My student has been keen to share what he has been reading with his peers,
and has shown an increased interest in books, stories and reading material
since joining Living Paintings a year ago.”’

‘D enjoys singing songs linked to the stories and requesting them to be read again.
These books have also introduced D to braille and D’s peers are interested and ask
questions about how D will read in the future”

“The child I work with also uses a chrome book with speech software and an iPad to
access reading but the books from Living Paintings greatly support her joy of reading
and her tactile awareness. They allow us to discuss concepts and objects on the
thermoform pages in great detail. Thank you for all you do.”

“The child I help can now be involved with books! She has gained a love of books
and reading. Before we started using these books, reading was someone just
talking. Now she can feel the pictures, putting images to the story’”

“Your books keep her love for books alive and she always waits for new stories”

“The little girl I work with has become more confident touching the pictures and feeling the
braille. She is starting to engage more and is now enjoying having story time."
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Socialising and Making Friends

In the last 12 months, or since joining Living Paintings library if less, my child(ren)’s
confidence in Socialising & Making Friends has grown thanks to Living Paintings books

31.7%
25.1%
20.7%
11%
8.8%
2.6%
No progress 1 2 3 4 Significant
progress

‘Our student has really enjoyed using the Living Paintings books. She loves the raised
pictures. Most of all she loves sharing the reading experience with her friends’”

‘Archie shares his books with his friends when they visit. It's been lovely watching him sharing
his own belongings with others and seeing them engage with his world.”

‘Living Paintings books have supported a range of children within our setting to
communicate with peers, volunteers and their families far better than ever before
when reading or enjoying activities associated with books. Children have been
more confident in joining in with conversations and have left sessions happier
and pleased with the new friendships they have made’

My daughter shares your books at nursery with other children and this is giving her
a huge boost in self-confidence when she can show the other children the characters.
We also talk about the stories and she remembers how certain things are made thanks
to your feeling pictures and is able to describe them. Your books are great for her to
enjoy in her own time but also fantastic to share with others.”
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Taking Part in Physical Activity

In the last 12 months, or since joining the Living Paintings library if less,
my child(ren)’s confidence in taking part in physical activity has grown
thanks to Living Paintings books

32.6%

22%

13.7% 14.5%
11%

6.2%

No progress 1 2 3 4 Significant
progress

“Lucas tends to read the books with his sister and they engage together. They recently
read the Yoga Babies book and did all the positions they were showing.”

‘We went to see the Elmer show and we were able to let our daughter experience the
Elmer Touch Tour. Having read the story and touched the feely pictures in the books
that we borrowed from you made her whole experience fuller and more enjoyable’”

“The pupil in my care has significant sensory processing difficulties and finds
touching texture extremely challenging. This hinders him to access resources
such as braille, etc. Living Paintings resources have allowed us to slowly
expose him to different/unfamiliar textures in a fun non pressured way.

‘Our daughter has a great imagination and likes to perform plays of the Living
Paintings books we read. We made a whole puppet show for one of the stories that
she had memorised and performed it to family and friends.”

“We borrowed Camille and the Sunflowers from you and were so inspired that we went
to the Van Gogh exhibition at the National Gallery this weekend.”
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Further anecdotal responses

‘As soon as my child received her first books from Living
Paintings she took them to school to show her class. This
also happened with the coronation box she received. She
took it to school and the whole class sat and listened to
the CD and also had the chance to feel the coronation
crown and stamp which they loved.

“These books help us feel that we can have story time
or bed time stories just like any other child”

‘It's just wonderful to see my student engaging with books.
It's because she knows they are her special books and it
helps create a bit off magic for her”

‘One of our children will seek out Living Paintings books and
bring it to an adult to start our session, whereas previously
he would push other books away. They will also wear their

glasses during this activity now, where previously they would

discard them. The audio element has meant that I can focus
on the props that I add, to ensure it is a fully immersive story,
using all their senses, which has meant the children are
keener to engage with me’”

‘Living Paintings books have really helped both these children
engage more meaningfully with others. They have improved their
use of language to discuss a story and they're beginning to engage

with another peer using these books'”

‘Our student started using the books from Living
Paintings in Reception. It has allowed her to access books
read by her peers and enjoy the same experiences.’
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A Case Study: The Baghurst famlly

Andy and Laura Baghurst are parents to three boys, two of whom
were diagnosed with Aniridia shortly after birth. Aniridia is Latin
for lack of/no iris which means that Andy and two of his sons
can't control the amount of light that goes into their eyes and the
back of the eye hasn't fully developed.

Books from Living Paintings have been invaluable to the boys,
Daniel and Peter, and it's something Andy can only wonder about.
“I'm so used to being able to see what | can see and so | don’t know
what I've missed out on. But Daniel and Peter get so much out of
the Living Paintings books, and I realise that | missed out on that
experience as a child.”

The couple’s eldest child, Joshua, now seven, is fully sighted and so they didn't have to parent a
child with sight problems until their second child, Daniel, now four, was born. Mum Laura says,
“One of my early concerns with Daniel was how he would access books. Joshua has grown up loving
Julia Donaldson and other books and having a great experience with them. It's great to have Andy’s
point of view as he’s lived with the same condition his whole life and he has learned a way of doing
things, but | worry as a parent. With a little baby, who hasn't yet
learned how to navigate the world and life’s challenges, you have
a whole different perspective.”

“We first learned about Living Paintings through our QTVI and |
was delighted to find a way where Daniel could access the same
books as his brother and have that same lovely experience.”

Andy says, “Until you can read, the only way you can access
books is by looking at the pictures and Daniel just wasn't able to
enjoy them properly. With Living Paintings, the tactile pictures are
bigger and bright, and he can feel his way around them, using his
other senses to see the images in his head. It's made books so
much more accessible and enjoyable for us all.”

“We now get deliveries every month and Daniel likes to choose. He \ -
and his little brother Peter (2) get so excited to get them. They ask !
if they've arrived the second after we've placed the order!” Laura
says, “It was really special to get the Julia Donaldson books from
Living Paintings as these were books that Joshua loved so much
and it’s fantastic that Daniel and Peter can access them too.”

Another way the books have enhanced the reading and story
experience for the family is for Andy. With his own sight
condition, reading to his sons has always been a challenge.

“However, since we've started getting the Living Paintings books,
story time has been so much easier. Even if | can’t read the words,
I can talk about the raised pictures and feel the buttons and other
elements together. It's a great way to engage with the boys”.

Laura says, “The Living Paintings books have given us the confidence to know that the boys will all
be able to develop and have the same opportunities as each other. Nursery and school have always
been great with also ordering the Touch to See books in for Daniel and Peter and I'm sure they will be
invaluable now Daniel is learning to read.”
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A Case Study: Jacob

Having been born with retinoblastoma — a rare cancer of the eyes — Jacob had one eye removed
at 12 weeks old and several treatments on the other. He lost most of his vision from a very young
age and now has only 10% vision in his left eye.

Despite his setbacks, Jacob adapted to his sight loss well
and began to thrive with the support of his QTVI (Qualified
Teacher for the Visually Impaired).

“We were all stunned with how well Jacob coped with his sight
loss,” says Charlene. “He always loved stories and being read
to, so when his QTVI introduced us to Living Paintings it
unlocked so much for him.”

As a huge Harry Potter fan, Jacob was thrilled when one of
his first deliveries contained tactile-audio pictures featuring
characters and magical artefacts from the wizarding world.
“Jacob was finally able to see what Voldemort and a Golden
Snitch looked like in his mind by touching the detailed raised
pictures,” says Charlene. “They were so accurate, and it was a
wonderful experience for him.”

As well as being able to feel along with stories, the books by Living Paintings have also been
essential in helping Jacob learn braille so he can read for himself. “The books have been a huge
support for his learning. It helps him with his braille, but he is also able to get Living Paintings books
to support topics at school — such as Vikings or Nature — and that helps him keep up with the rest
of the class,” says Charlene. “Thanks to his VI teacher and the Living Paintings books, he can attend
mainstream school and is doing really well.”

Jacob'’s other love, besides reading, is Judo — and he has a natural talent for it. “Jacob has always
been a sporty boy and loves football. Unfortunately, he needs a cane to move around, and his sight just
isn’t good enough to play with his friends. We wanted him to try something new and discovered that
with Judo. It's done by feeling, so sight isn’t as important.”

Jacob completed a beginner's course in 2020 and started to train twice a week. “We took him to
his first competition in 2021. It was a mainstream competition and wasn’t adaptive so we weren't
sure how he would get on, but he brought home the gold!” Since his first win, Jacob has won several
trophies and wants to take his Judo even further. “We’ve been told by his coach that he can attend
Paralympic potential days when he’s 12.”

To celebrate the 2024 Olympics and Paralympics, Living Paintings sent Jacob an Olympics pack
all about the Games. Charlene told us, “Jacob devours information and likes to learn all he can about
his favourite things. Having tactile resources that can help him understand the various events and
history is so important for him as we get excited for the Games.” Jacob said, “The pictures are great!
I loved being able to learn all about Libby Clegg - that's going to be me one day!”

With all his trophies and the thought of competing in the Paralympic Games one day soon, Jacob
is a remarkable boy and one who doesn't let his visual impairment slow him down. Charlene says,
‘Living Paintings are a huge part of our lives. When we first found out that he would hardly have any
sight, I couldn’t imagine such a positive future for him but with the help of Living Paintings for his
stories and learning and Judo - the sky's the limit!”
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